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Edition: to which are added. two Sermons never 
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3. The meaning of the word MysTtery in the New 
Teſtament, conſidered i in a Sermon. Price 6d. 


4. The Promiſe of Chriſt's Preſence with his Diſciples, 
explained in a Sermon preached at the opening of 
Bridwell Chapel, near Uffculme, Devon, N 4. 
1792. Price 18. I 


5. The Character of Chriſt as the Witneſs to the Truth, 

conſidered in a Sermon preached at Crediton, Sep- 

- tember 6, 1792, to the Society of Unitarian Chriſti. 
ans, eſtabliſhed in the Weſt of England, Price 6d. 


In the Preſs and ſpeedily to be Publiſhed in large de. 
The firſt Volume of Neal's Hiſtory of the Puritans ; 
a new Edition, reviſed ; with Memoirs of the Author 
and Notes. 
N. B. It is the deſign of the Editor, in a diſtinct work, 


to bring down the Hiſtory of the Proteſtant Diſſenterg 
from the Revolution to the preſent Time. 


THE 
CHARACTER AND REWARD 


OF THE 


FAITHFUL SERVANT: 


EE 


\N ſuch occaſions as that, on which I now 


riſe up to addreſs you, my Chriſtian Friends, 


it is uſual to dwell on thoſe affecting views of mortality 
to which they call our thoughts. The mind, 
diſpoſed to ſorrow, loves to dwell on its loſs ; and 
mournful reflections follow one another in quick 
ſucceſſion, It would be eaſy from the variety, in 
which they offer themſelves, to ſelect one ſuitable 
to the preſent ſadneſs of our minds: but a ſubject 
of this nature, though in itſelf proper, and ten- 
derly pathetic, might too much wound your ſpirits 
and mine. The event, which we lament, is awful“. 


Mr. Watſon died on Tueſday the 5th of March, having 
preached the Lord's Day preceding with more than uſual 
ſpirits and vigour. He appeared on Monday well and 
chearful ; and about eight o'clock in the evening, he 
had a paralytic ſeizure; he continued ſenſible for near 
an hour; then he fell into a tupor, and remained per- 
fectly inſenſible, without opening his eyes, till about 
half an hour after ten the next morning, when he erpired, 
in the-68th year of his age, univerſally reſpected and uni- 


verſally lamented. "i 
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The character, whoſe removal we deplore, was 
worthy to have his grave bedewed with our flowing 
tears. We cannot think of him without lamenta- 


tion. And the ſervice, to which I am called, I 


to be the moſt paiaful of the kind, that I ever 


performed, Our ſorrows, ſincere and lively as they 
are, require not to be cheriſhed, but to be ſoothed 


and "relieved by the brighter views, under which 


the death of Mr. Watſon may be conſidered. We 


will comfort ourſelves with the remembrance of 
his virtues; we will take pleaſure in the contempla- 
tion of the reward he is gone to receive, To aſliſt 
you to entertain theſe conſoling thoughts, let me 
direct your attention to thoſe words, which you wall 
find in 


Marr. XXV. 21. 


HIS LORD SAID UNTO HIM ; WELL DONE, THOU 


"GOOD FAITHFUL SERVANT ; THOU HAST 

BEEN FAITHFUL OVER A FEW THINGS, I WILL 
MAKE THEE RULER OVER MANY THINGS ; 
ENTER FHOU INTO THE JOY OF THY LORD. 


THE Parable, of which theſe words are a part, 
contains intereſting leſſons of religious and 
moral inſtruction. We learn from it, to conſider our- 
felves as the Servants of God, furniſhed with vari- 
ous talents and adyantages, for the uſe of which 
we ſhall be called to an account. We are taught 
by is that our — though he be withdrawn from 


Our 


1 


eur world and inviſible to our fight, yet will return 
and reckon with us ; that when he comes again he 
will take a very condeſcending notice of the good 
ſervant and generouſly reward his fidelity: but 
that the ſlothful ſervant, who hath neglected the 
opportunities given him for virtue and uſefulneſs 
ſhall be ſtript of the advantages he poſſeſſed, 
filenced in his pleas, and conſigned over to ſhame 
and diſtreſs. We alſo learn from it that the reward 
which our Lord will beſtow, will be granted in a 
manner the moſt honourable to the diligent and 
faithful ſervant, the moſt expreſſive of the judge's 
munificence and kindneſs. This is ſtrongly and 
beautifully intimated in the text. 


Here is a ſtriking oppoſition between the ſervice 


and the recompence ; between being * faithful 


over a few things” and being appointed“ Ruler over 
many things. The ſervant is deſcribed as advanced 
from that inferior rank to be a partaker in the hap- 
pineſs of his Lord, or a ſharer in his banquet ; 
« Enter thou into the joy thy of Lord.” This 
diſtinction and happineſs of the Faithful Chriſtian 
will be heightened by the public nature of the 
proceſs, when his integrity and diligence will be 
acknowledged and applauded in the view of his 
fellow-ſervants, and the teſtimony of his own con- 
ſcience ſhall receive the ſanction of his. Lord and 
Judge, His Lord ſaid unto him: © Well done, 
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1 thou good and faithful ſervant ; thou haſt been 
* faichful over a few things, I will make thee ruler, 
* over many things ; enter thou into the joy of 
* thy Lord.” The words naturally dicect our 
thoughts. | | 


I. To the character of the good and faithful 
ſervant. | 
IT. To the honour and reward which he will 


tcceive. 


I. I am to conſider the character of the good 
and faithful ſervant. The connection, in which 
this character ſtands in the parable will furniſh ſome 
Juſt and important hints on the nature and extent 
of it. It ſtands in oppoſition to an unprofitable 
| feryant, and it is applied to thoſe who had received 
different talents and had made only a proportional 
uſe of them, It may be proper therefore to ob- 
- ſerve, © | | 


1. That our fidelity is to be reckoned not by the 
extent and number of our talents, but by the / 
of them. There may be equal fidelity, where un- 
equal advantages have been enjoyed. One receives 
five talents ; to another two only are allotted. But 
each doubling his reſpective talents, each equally 
approves himſelf a good and faithful ſervant. Ob- 
yious as is this remark, it is ſometimes overlooked 


by 


„ 


by perſons when paſſing judgment upon their own 
character: and juſt as it is, it hath not due regard 
and weight paid to it. The modeſt and humble, 
eſpecially when comparing their own attainments 
with others, who make a figure and are perſons of 
the firſt eminence, are apt to fall into diſcouraging 
thoughts of themſelves : becauſe they meaſure their 
proficiency in wiſdom and goodneſs not by the ad- 
vantages and opportunities they have enjoyed, but 
by the greater advancements of ſome others, whoſe 
more enlarged capacities and more favourabie op- 
portunites they do not. take into the account. 


This is not doing juſtice to themſelves, or enter- 
taining honourable thoughts of their Maſter and 
Judge; as if He would reap where He had not 
ſowed, or gather where He had not ſtrawed; as if 
they had not been upright and diligent, becauſe they 
had not originally been ſo richly endowed as others. 
He is a faithful Servant who makes an improve- 
ment proportional to the talents he has received: 
He, who if he has received two, gains two more; 


or if five adds to them five others. To whom 


* foever much is given, of him ſhall much be re- 
* quired.” | 


This is a conſideration equally ſuited to - excite 
the activity and diligence of thoſe who are in the 
poſſeſſion 


* 
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poſſeſſion of many talents: and to adminiſter en- 
couragement and comfort to thoſe who are not able, 
through the enjoyment of much inferior advantages, 
to riſe to very eminent attainments. It likewiſe af- 
fords a rule, by which each may judge of his own 
fidelity. There are diverſities of gifts: the queſ- 
tion is, in what proportion have I received them ; 
and how have I exerted myſelf according to what 
has been imparted to me? Have I cultivated the 
powers I poſſeſs? Have I filled up with probity 
and uſefulneſs the ſtation affigned me? 


One findeth himſelf endowed with a clear diſ- 


cernment and ſtrength of judgement : another 
hath a tenacious memory. One hath a native calm- 


neſs and ſerenity of mind: another feels a bold and 


daring ſpirit. One is favoured with all the advan- 
tages of a liberal education: another advances 
forward in life under very proſperous circumſtances, 
One hath been placed in a ſituation propitious to 
his moral and religious improvement : another 
has enjoyed few advantages of a religious kind, 
been expoſed to many temptations, and ſtruggled 
through many difficulties, One ſuffers want : ano- 
ther abounds in wealth. One is affiſted by the 
underſtanding of the wiſe, and the affection of the 
friend : another is left to the exertion of his own 
powers only. One hath an happy circle of con- 
nections, being bleſt by their virtues and joyful 
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in their love: another finds his foes in thoſe 
of his own houſe, and receives, if not hatred for 
his love, grief and forrow from the tem- 
per and folly of thoſe neareſt to him, In ſuch va- 
rious circumſtances equal attainments cannot be 
reached : yet the fame ſpirit of fidelity may be 
exerted, and a proportional excellence of character 
may be required. This is one ingredient in the de- 
ſcription of the good and faithful ſervant, that his 
activity and diligence will be ſuitable to his powers 
and advantages. 


2. That his talents be not merely preſerved, but 
improved. The faithful is oppoſed by our Lord 
to the unprofitable ſervant, The guilt of his cha- 
rater conſiſteth not in the abuſe and perverſion of 
his talents, but in the neglect of them. He is de- 
ſcribed as going and hiding his talent in the earth, 
He did not loſe it, nor corrupt it, but he made no 
uſe of it: he paid no attention to the deſign, for 
which it was beſtowed ; nor applied it to any valua- 
ble purpoſe. He neither employed it in trade, as 
the others did their talents : nor lent it out to inte- 
reſt, He took care only to ſecure it ſafe, fo that it 
might be ready to be produced at the requiſition of 
his Lord, but had not exerted himſelf to make any 
acceſſion to it, or derive any advantage from it. 
Thus his idle, inactive conduct by no means an- 
ſwered the expectations of his Lord, nor ſecured his 


own acquittal on the day of account. 
The 


N 
ö 
ö 
N 
| 


Et rw 


The character of the good and taithtul ſervant 


ftands in contraſt with this. When he had received 
five talents, he went and traded with the ſame, 


in ſo diligent a manner, in the abſence of his maſ- 


ter, that he doubled the ſum, and produced five 
talents more. He was not contented to return 
merely what was his lord's, but ambitious and ſo- 
licitous to derive, by the uſe and improvement of 
his talents benefit from them. 


This deſcription of a faithful ſervant, points out 
our duty, ſhews what our Maſter requireth from us 


and is to be applied to all the various abilities and 


advantages which God hath given us. Our talents 


are not a depoſit merely which we muſt produce 
again, without loſs or injury, when it is demanded 
of us : but they form, as it were, a fortune put into 
our hands, with which we are to trade, He then, 
is the good and faithful ſervant, who employs all 
his capacities and endowments, all the gifts of Pro- 
vidence and all the bleſſings of the Goſpei, to the 
glory of God, the benefit of others and his own 


ſalvation. , 


Hath he reaſon; he cultivates it and maintains its 


dominion over every lower power ? Hath he genius; 


he directs the exerciſe of it to valuable and important 
purpoſes ? Hath he inſtinfts and paſſions ; he fol- 


lows their innocent direction, and by temperance 


preſerves 


En 


preſerves their vigour? Hath he a firm conſtitution 
and ſound health ; he makes it ſubſervient and ſer- 
viceable to the more cheerful and active proſecution 
of the great concerns of life? Hath he leiſure and 
time; he doth not trifle it away in vanity and diſſi- 
pation ; but fills it up with wiſe, manly and uſeful 
employments? Hath he wealth; he doth good and 
communicates ? Hath he kind and benevolent pro- 
penſities; he cheriſheth them by kind and friendly 
deeds? He rejoiceth with them that rejoice, and 
weepeth with them that weep ? Hath he a ſoul capa- 
ble of the knowledge of God and of his favour : he 
ſeeketh after this knowledge, and formeth a devoti- 
onal temper? Hath he various privileges, the grace 
of the Goſpel, the means of holineſs and the hope 
of glory; he worketh out his ſalvation with fear 
and trembling, and giveth all diligerice to make his 
calling and election ſure ? Doth his ſtation in life 
afford him opportunities of uſefulneſs ; he filleth it 
up with vigorous exertions, and 1s a bleſſing to all 
around him ? - 


In a word, he is © not ſlothful in buſineſs, but fer- 
vent in ſpirit, ſerving the Lord,” Whatſover his 
hands find to do, he doth it with all his might; 
anxious to © work the work of him that ſent him 
e into the world, while it is day;“ ſolicitous to 
60 finiſh his courſe with joy,” and to account for his 
talents to the ſatisfaCtion of his great Lord: The 

C hope 


( 14 ) 
hope of this is a ſpur to his diligence and integrity. 
The approbation of his Maſter, with all the bleſ- 
fines connected with It, is the glorious object on 
which his eye is fixed, Let us now refle& on the 


excellence of the ſublime hope ſet before him, by 
conſidering | 


IT. The Reward of the good and faithful ſervant: 
Well done, thou good and faithful ſervant; 
* thou haſt been faithful over a few things, I 
« will make thee ruler over many things; enter 
« thou into the joy of thy Lord.” This ſentence 
camprehends three grand and animating ideas 
Honour — Advancement and Happineſs. 


1. Honour. What can be greater than the ap- 
probation of the judge ? Well done, thou good 
„ and faithful ſervant.“ The original word, , 
it has been obſerved, hath great force and energy, 
far beyond what can be exactly expreſſed in the 
Engliſh. It was uſed by the auditors or ſpectators 
in any public exerciſe, to expreſs the higheſt ap- 
plauſe, when any part had been excellently performed: 
bravely done, comes ſomething near to it, but is not 
equally elegant and forcible®, 


Every word is expreſſive of approbation, and 
marks the excellence of the character which is com- 
mended. It intimates, that probity and diligence 
had been not only diſplay ed, but that they had been 


See Dr. Doddridge; in loc. 0 


15 

ſo uniformly ſupported and carried to ſuch ag eight 
as fully to gratity the withes and anſwer the..expec- 
tation of the Lord. Applaule is not only expretled, 
but expreſſed in the fulleit manner, and with an 
emphatical and comprehenſive, though conciſe en- 
comium. Not a cenſure is inlinuated : not an 
exception is hinted at: no mention is made of any 
fault: and every imperfection is coveied, © Well 
done, thou good and taithtul ſcrvant.“ 


Can you conceive of an honour to be compared 
to this? The approbation of Jctus, the Judge of 
the world, the impartial and pertect Judge of cha- 
racters; pronounced in the name and by the autho- 
rity of the Supreme God and Facher of all; deli- 
vered before the grand convention of angels and 
men; uttered from his awful tribunal, when he 
ſhall appear in © his own glory, in the glory of the 
angels and in the glory of his Father,” Every cir- 
cumſtance adds a lultre and dignity o the applauſe 
of Chriſt. The ſentence, which adjudged a crown 
to the conquerors in the Grecian games, delerves not 
to be mentioned with this, I he applauſe of the 
wiſe and good conterred on real goodnels of cha- 
racter tells far below this. The commendation of 
men, is the commendation of thoſe who are of like 
. paſſions with ourſelves; it is the conimendation of 
weak and incompetent judges ; often the opinion of 
prejudice ; ſometimes the breath of flattery ; always 
ſhortlived and fleeting as the mortals who pronounce 
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it. But the applauſe of the Son of God is real 
ſubſtantial honour ; deriving dignity from the un- 


| paralleled glory of him, who pronounceth it; and 


unequalled worth from its unchangeable duration. 


Who would not be glad to have his fidelity thus 


acknowledged ? © Well done thou good and faith- 
ful ſervant!” How will the muſic of theſe words 
charm the ears! With what tranſports will theſe 
ſounds fill the heart! But this is not applauſe only; 


the © good and faithful ſervant”? - 


II. Will be advanced. Thou haſt been faith- 
ful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over 
7 many things.” What delicacy and generoſity are 
there in this ſentence ! The talents, which had 
been intruſted to his improvement are tiled a 
few things : the reward aſſigned is ample and noble. 
He, who had been only a ſteward, is exalted to the 
rank of a Ruler where few things only had been 
improved, many things are beſtowed as a recompence. 


Such is the munificence of the Judge. The virtues 


ef the ſaints, the labours of the prophets and the 

ſufferings of the apoſtles are not worthy to be com- 

4p with the glory, to which the generoſity of the 
ord will advance them®, | 


[OM Dominicus majorem ſummam quinque talentorum æque 
vocat exiguum, atq; poſtea v. 23. du talenta, Nimirum 
exigua ſunt comparata cum illis bonjs, ſuper qu hunc fidelem 


ſerrum poſtea conſtituet. 


Quid enim eſt obedientia tam Apoſtolorum, quam aliorum 


| Adelium comparata cum ſummo gaudio, 2 in regno Chriſtj, 


el.! in vita zterna fruentur. Vide Wo olzogenium in loc. 


Their 


Ben, 

Their applauſe will proceed from him, who hath 
all power given him in Heaven and Earth, and who 
wilt diſplay his power in the grants he will make to 
his faithful ſervants. It is nob for us to conceive in 
what ſphere the righteous and good ſhall hereafter 
move ; but the text plainly inſtru us, that the 
preſent improvement of their talents will prepare 
them to fill ſome nobler poſt, and to receive larger 
communications of power and honour, 


Theſe may be various as their capacities. © There 
. © is one glory of the ſun, and another of the moon, 
* and another glory of the ſtars: for one ſtar differeth 
from another ſtar in glory; and fo it will be in 
the reſurrection of the dead,” Every good and 
faithful ſervant ſhall riſe from earth to heaven, 
from a more confined ſphere to ſome nobler rank in 
proportion to his fidelity and diligence here. The 
inferior ſhall not look up to the higher with envy : 
nor the higher caſt upon the lower the eye of diſ- 
dain. 


But, though we can form general ideas only 
concerning che future dignity of the approved ſer- 
vants of Chriſt, it is a matter of clear and delight- 
ful hope, that, for their faithful ſervices, they 
ſhall be greatly preferred. They ſhall become like 
the angels, and commence the poſſeſſors of an eter- 
nal inheritance. How rich will be the crown that 
ſhall encircle their brows, the crown of righteouſneſs, 
lite and glory. And how bright the robes of vic- 

rory 
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tory with which God ſhall clothe them; when this 
mortal ſhall put on immortality ; when this corrup- 
table ſhall put on inco ruption; when what is ſown 
in diſhonour, ſhall be raiſed in glory ; when what is 
ſown in weakneſs, ſhall be raiſed in power. It 
5 doth not yet appear, what we ſhall be, but we 
* know, that when he ſhall appear, we ſhall be like 
* him; for we ſhall ſee him as he is.” Once more 
this recompence will conſiſt 


III. In happineſs and fulneſs of joy. In the pre- 
ſent ſtate, ſatisfaction is by no means the certain 
attendant on high rank; nor from the gratifications 
of ambition doth the mind receive full felicity. Power 
hath its fatigues: rank irs mortifications; and_a 


crown its thorny cares. But the ſentence which 


applauds the good and faithful ſervant” and ad- 
vances him in the creation, ſhall alſo open the ſprings 
of felicity and pour in upon him the full tide of joy. 
Enter thou into the joy of thy Lord :” i. e. the 
entertainment which I intend for my friends at my 
coming. The Hebrew word which ſignifies joy, 
as often alſo denotes a feſtival. That joy here means 
a place devoted to feſtivity appears from the zoth 
verſe, where the unprofitable ſervant is caſt into 


outer darkneſs, or expelled from the chamber of 


entertainment, which was illuminated by lamps“. 
| | This 


* Dans la jeye; ceſt-a-dire, ſoyez de la fete que je veux 


donner a mes amis, à mon arrivee. Le mot Hebreu {chin heb, 


qui fignifie zoye, ſignifie auſſi ſouvent une fete, une rejouĩſ- 


ſance, 


e957 


This is the. recompence held forth to animate our 
fidelity, that it will ſecure dignity and happineſs; the 
honour and entertainment of our maſter's heavenly 
kingdom. Ir is a moſt pleafing heightening, and 
recommendation of this happineſs, that it will be 
the ſame with that which Chriſt himſelf poſſeſſeth : 
Enter thou into the joy of thy Lord :” partake of 
the honours to which I am advanced. The ſame 
delightful thought is held forth in other places, 
Thus he promiſes, © I go to prepare a place for you, 
« and if go and prepare a place for you, I will 
come again and receive you to myſelf, that where 
* 1 am, there you may be alſo.” Thus the apoſtle 
declares that „if we ſuffer with him, we ſhall alſo 
“ reign with him,” And this is the incentive, with 
which our Lord addreſſes us in the book of Reve- 
lations : © To him that overcometh will I grant to 
&« fir, with me on my throne, as I alſo overcame and 
am fat down with my father on his throne.” 


This, this is our ſublime hope, that we ſhall be 
admitted, if faithful ſervants, aſſociates with Chriſt, 
in the dignity and happineſs of his exalted ſtate. 
What high honour, what complete felicity doth 


fance, un feſtin. Voyez Gen. 31. 27. 1 Chron. 29. 22. 
Le Clerc. 

La joie ſe prend ici pous le lieu deſtine à la joĩe & au feſtin, 
comme cela paroit par le verſet 3o du le mauvais ſervite ur 
eſt jette hors de la ſale dans les tenèhres, par oppoſition aux 
flambeaux qui eclairoient cette ſale, Voyez Luc. 12. 37. 
Beaulobre et Lenfant, : 

this 


* 
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this intimate! What joy is this: pleaſures for ever“ 
more; joy unſpeakable and full of glory! With 


which no ſorrop ſhall mingle : where no dangers 
ſhall threaten; no calamity ſhall diſtreſs. In the 


prophetic language, no lion ſhall be there: nor 
e any ravenous beaſt ; but the redeemed ſhall walk 


ce there, and the ranſomed, of the Lord ſhall return, 
* and come to Zion with ſongs and everlaſting joy 
© on their heads: they ſhall obtain joy and glad- 
t neſs, and forrow and ſighing ſhall fly away.” 


On the contemplation of theſe hopes, how natu- 
ral is it to obſerve | , 


I. The excellence of the goſpel. It is the diſ- 


penſation of light and grace ! The views, which 
it diſplays before us, are very clear and very en- 
couraging : with what certainty, with what fulneſs 


of expreſſion and brightneſs of imagery doth it 


ſpeak, of the reward that is laid up for the righte- 
ous! How ample and 'and munificent is the re- 
compence, which it propoſes to ſervices, at beſt, 
but very feeble and imperfe&t,! Could the human 
heart raiſe it's hopes ſo high from it's frail virtue? 
Did reaſon ever place a future ſtate, before men, 


with ſuch certainty and preciſion ? How level to 


our conceptions are the deſcriptions, which it gives 


of the ſolemn and glorious ſcenes! How familiar 


and engaging in the language it uſeth, What a 
manifeſtation of mercy and favpur is there in the 


procels | 


„ 


proceſs which it paints! We are at a loſs, which 
mo{t to admire, the aſſurance it giveth to our hopes, 
or the vaſtneſs of the reward it propoſeth. We, 
hear as it were, the Lord calling his ſervants to an 
account, and aſſigning to the faithful a reward in- 
finitely ſurpaſſing their merit, and exceeding. their 
hopes. We owe theſe diſcoveries to the Goſpel. 
Theſe aſſurances convince us, that we do not run 
with uncertainty ; that we do not fight as one that 
beateth the air; that we do not ſerve an hard maſ- 
ter. 


As the line of duty is clearly drawn and ſtrongly. 


expreſſed; as great and invaluable aids are afforded 
us; ſo the faithfulneſs and munificence of our maſter 
are aſcertained, and the diſcoverics made of his fu- 
ture meaſures towards us, are endearing and ani. 
mating. We are called to uſefulneſs and piety, by 
the moſt powerful incitements ; and, where a con- 
ſciouſneſs of imperfection might juſtly depreſs the 
ſpirits, the diſplay of our _ grace and libera- 
lity diſſipates our fears and enlivens our hopes. 


Ia this view how excellently is the Goſpel adapted 
to our weakneſs: how well ſuited to affect and im- 


preſs the heart! How valuable is this ſyſtem, of 
conſolation and hope! We think of it with grief, 
we, think of it with ſurprize, that any one can be, 
an enemy, that any one can be indifferent to this, 

D excellent 
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Excellem ſyſtem. Can you conſider its contents, 
the light and aſſurance which it carries into the moſt 
important ſubjects, where reaſon fails, and not feel 
the riſing emotions of lively gratitude ? This is the 
folace of your heart in the day of your trial, the 
anchor of your fouls, the charter of your nobleſt” 
hope, Let the grace, which hath communicated 
it, be the burthen of your ſongs now, as it will be 
that of your everlaſting triumphant anthems above. 


2. How ir important is the character we now (uf: 
tuin! We are the ſervants of God, entruſted wich 
various talents, allotted a ſphere of uſefulneſs, can- 
didates for the approbation of our great Lord at 
his coming, and then accountable to him for our 
conduct. Are we ſufficiently appriſed of our ſitua- | 
tion, and of the awful iſſues dependent upon it ? It 
is required of a ſteward, that he be found faithful. 
Happy will be that ſervant, whom his Lord at his 
coming ſhall find to have been diligent and upright! 


What is our cbnduct? What is our care? Many 
and various good gifts have we all received from 
the Father of lights: what hath been our improve- 
ment of them ? How have our rational powers been 
employed! ? Hath the goodneſs of God in the gift 
of his ſon, and in the proviſion made through him, 
for our inſtruction, reformation and ſalvation, led 


us to true renentance towards God and faith in the 
Redeemer? 


( £39 
Redeemer.? To what good purpoſes have welived? 


Are we uſeful in the world, or mere cumberers of 
the ground? As to our time, is it waſted in trifligg 
purſuits, or given to wiſdom and the ſervice of 
others ? As to our ſubſtance, is it expended only 
upon ourſelves; or doth it diffuſe itſelf in bleſſings 
to others and relief to the afflicted? In what re- 
ſpects hath the world been the better for us? What 
are the purſuits which mark and form our diſtin- 
guiſhing characters? What is our habitual temper 
towards God, and a future inviſible ſtate? 


Let us purſue ſuch enquiries as theſe, and thus 
anticipate the ſcrutiny of our Lord at his appearipg. 
He will return; and we muſt all be called to give 
an account. In the view of that day, let us ſeri- 
_ ouſly aſk. ourſelves, what account are we able to 

give? Let it be conſidered, that to have lived an 
indolent, uſeleſs life, to have done no good, will 
mark us for unpraſitable ſervants, will draw down 
the indignation of the judge, and fix on us the doom 
of being caſt into outer darkneſs, where there will 
be wailing and gnaſhing of teeth. God grant, that 
nobler vicws may poſſeſs our minds; that more de- 
lighttul proſpects may be before us! God grant, 
that the world may be witneſſes to our uſefulneſs, 
that conſcience may approve our fidelity, and that 
this may be a pledge of the future applauſe of the 
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| judge This will lay a foundation for Joyfu} r fe. 


Rechions aud e hopes. Once more, 


Lady, with what pleaſure may the faithful ſer- 


vant look for, and expect the return ot his Lord. 


To the flothful and wicked fervant, the appearance 
of the righteous judge muſt be terrifying, It mutt 


awaken every fear and fill his ſoul with anguiſh and 


: 


diſtreſs. Whither can fuck flee from his preſence ? 
By what plea can ſuch avert his diſpleaſure ? By 
what art elude his juſtice ? By what ſucceſsful op- 
poſition withſtand his ſentence? What awaiteth 
them ? terror, diſmey and ruin await them, 


But not ſo the good and faithful ſervant. The 
trumpet ſounds, the voice of the arch- angel an- 
nounceth the coming of his Lord. His heart and 


his voice ſhall echo to the proclamation z “ Amen, 


even ſo come, Lord ſeſus.“ For then his faichful- 
neſs will be acknowledged: It is the maſter, whom 
he hath affcEtionately and zealouſly ſerved, who is 
coming in the clouds of heaven; with words of 
grace on his lips and with a crown of glory in his 
hands : the maſter, who will not forget any work 
of faith, or labour of love: the maſter who will diſ- 
penſe to the faithful the rewards of eternity, and 
advance them to the ſeats of glory and bliſs. Ere 
the humble and upright, can urge his plea for a 

merciful 
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merciful acceptance. He will be accoſted with the 
tranſporting ſentence of applauſe, he will ſee the 
hand of his Lord ſtretched, out to raiſe him to a 
throne of glory; he will behold the manſions of joy 
opening their everlaſting gates to receive hmm. 
While conſcious humility would diſclaim all merit, 
his heart exults at the words of his Judge : © Well 
* done, thou good and faithful ſervant; thou haſt 

I been faithful over a few things, I will make thee 


e ruler over many things, enter thou into the joy 
* of thy Lord.” 


Happy ſaint, to whom this ſhall be faid ! Bliſs- 
ful day, on which his reward ſhall be announced! 
His work is finiſhed, His trials are ended. He 
is diſcharged from his labours and hazards. His 
fidelity receiveth the ſanction of heaven. His cha- 
racter is crowned with honour. Angels reſound 
the joyful, © Well done.” New dignities await 
him. Nobler ſcenes of activity open before him. 
He becometh an aſſociate with his Lord in his glory 
and bliſs. This is the hope of the real Chriſtian. 
This is the end of his diligence and fidelity. This 
is his lot at the coming of his Lord. 


How conſolatory, my friends, are theſe thoughts 
under the ſorroẽw we now feel, Your minds have 
undoubtedly applied the ſubject, as we have gone on 
to the very worthy friend and miniſter, whoſe death 
we 
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we now lament. Affection and juſtice require, that 
ſome tribute of reſpect ſhould be paid to his charac- 
ter and name. You will expect from me a teſti- 
mony to his merit and virtues; for your own hearts 


will long dwell, with fond regret, on the memory 
of both. 


Mr. Watſon was a native of Kettering, in Nor- 
thamptonſhire. He received his claſſical and acade- 
mical learning, under two gentlemen, who were or- 
naments to literature and an honour to the difſen- 
ters; the former, at Kibworth, in Leiceſterſhire, 
under Mr. (afterwards Dr.) Aikin, and Theologi- 
cal Profeſſor, at Warrington ; the latter under Dr. 
Doddridge. In the year 1748, he fixed with a 
ſmall congregation at Coleford, under Mendip Hills. 
In 1755 he was invited to ſucceed in this place the 
late worthy Mr. Matthew Towgood : a gentleman, 
who though he withdrew from the ſervices of the 
miniſterial character, adorned the profeſſion of 
Chriſtianity by piety, integrity and virtue; and by 
his zeal and generoſity was eminently ſerviceable to 
the cauſe of religious truth and liberty, Mr. Wat- 
jon tulfilled the duties of the Chriſtian. Paſtor here, 
thirty-cight years. With what a tervor in the pul- 
pit, with what a benevolence of temper, and purity 
of manners out of it, you have all been witneiſes. 


1 . . 
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His diſcourſes were diſtinguiſhed by a devotionai 
ſpirit, a ſerious ſtrain, a practical tendency, and an 
animated delivery, His piety was of the liberal 
and rational kind. His views of religion were juſt 
and enlarged, His ſpirit, truely catholic, embraced 
thoſe who differed from him with reſpect and affec- 
tion : his good offices were not limited to any party, 
but were rendered to all whom he had an opportu, 
nity of or ability to ſerve. Beſides a general excel- 
lence and worth of character, which univerſally diſ- 
played itſelf through his life; he had his peculiar 
virtues z which at once, conciliated love and com- 


manded ref] pect. 


He had great ſenſibility of temper, which was 
not the inſtinct of nature only, but the effect of 
principle. With reſpect to the relations of huſband 
and parent he was exceeded by none, in an affecti- 
onate and tender deportment*®, Wich a firmneſs o 
conſtitution, that for a number of years ſcarcely 


. Mr. Watſon, det] in 1763 Miſs Mary Codringtony 
of a reſpectable family, in the town of Bridgewater; after 
an happy union of eleven years, ſhe died on the 28th or zcth 


of March, 1774, fincerely lamented and beloved by all bel 6 


want the forming care of a and affectionate mother. 
This affl iction followed cloſe M the loſs of a girl, who was 
buried on the 5th of the ſame month, aged fix years. O 

thoſe who' ſurvived, the youngeſt, Miſs Sarah Watſ6i, died 


friends ; leaving a mourning 55 and four children, ts 
w 


1 


G conſumption, in April 1792, 7 * 
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knew what was fatigue of, pain, and afforded him 
no ſenſe of nervous complaints, I have often won- 
dered at the great compaſſion he ſhowed for ſuch as 


laboured under thoſe complaints, while from pure 
benevolence he entered into their feelings, 


He was a man of no expence; ſatisfied and happy 
with the plaineſt accommodations of life, or articles 
of the table; ſtrictly and uniformly ceconomical : 
but generous, where the wants of others. required 
it, and honourable in all his tranſactions. He was 
00 friend of the diſtreſſed, and in him the poor 
have loſt their patron and benefactor. | 


With a frankneſs, ſincerity and firmneſs in de- 
daring his own ſentiments and acting upon them, 
under the different occurrences of public life, which 
did him honour, he united a prudence, temper and 
courteouſneſs, that diſarmed reſentment. 


Rectitude was his principle of conduct. When 
he lived at Coleford, he had a cordial and unani- 
mous invitation, to ſettle with a large and reſpecta- 
ble congregation at Portſmouth, in connection with 
their aged paſtor®. Integrity, as he conceived, , 
obliged him to diſcloſe to that gentleman, who laid 


great ſtreſs on his own ideas about the ſubject, his 


difference of ſentiment from him concerning the 


* The Rev. Mr. Norman. , 
doctrine 
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docttine of the Trinity, and the perſon of Chriſt, 
and becauſe it was apprehended by him, that this 
would make Mr. W .tfon's ſettlement hurtful.to the 
{qciety, and probably produce a, diviſion, he de- 
clined the invitation; but ſuppreſſed the reaſon, left 
the mention of it ſhould create a diſpleaſure againſt 
their miniſter, In no caſe did the purity and inte- 
grity of his mind appear with more conſiſtency and. 
force than in political matters; where, alas ſuch 
is the venality of this age and country, men in general, 
ſeem leaſt ſolicitous to preſerve and follow integrity. 
Mr. Watſon had a jult ſenſe of the true intereſts 
of his country, he felt ſtrongly for them, and not a 
declaration or action of His tended to ſubvert or un- 
dermine them. He was above fear and above in- 
fluence. 


But, though his virtue was firm, it was not of 
the ſtern and rigorous kind. He was candid to others. 
He viewed their conduct with a mild, indulgent 
eye. He appretiated their good qualities, and loft 
Gght of nothing in any one, that was eſtimable and 
praiſe worth y. 


He was the ſincere, affectionate and faithful friend: 
to whom you might unboſom yourſelf without re- 
ſerve or diſtruſt; and from whoſe ſympathy, acti- 
vity and judgment, you might expect every ſervice 
in- his power, Is there one of this congregation, 

E Who 
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that mild, yielding, condeſcending temper, of which 
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| who will not be ready,with gratitude, to own that he 


has found him, as circumſtances required, the fa- 
ther, or brother, or friend? I condole with you in 
your loſs. I feel my own, and ſhall long feel 
it. 


Beſides obſerving, that he was of a moſt healing, 
pacific temper, ſhall IJ add, that he felt much un- 


der the apprehenſion, that his miniſterial labours 


were not ſucceſsful, eſpecially to the rifing generation; 
at leaſt not ſo uſcful as he ardently deſired them to 
be. I have heard him expreſs his great concern; I 
have ſeen him weep—at this thought. | 
„But his fears and anxieties on this point, we truſt 
roſe too high, We truſt, that the inſtructions, 
which, during ſo many years, you have received 
from the lips of fo excellent a perſon cannot be loſt : 
but will be remembered. Did 'they not duly im- 
preſs your hearts? And will they not go on to pro- 
duce their effect? Yes, they will. You will re- 
member* them. You will remember his virtues. 
You will be animated by the recollection to fol- 
low his ſteps: © Being dead,“ he will yet ſpeak to 
you by the force and beauties of his example. 


In the choice of a ſucceſſor, you will have parti- 
cular occaſion, my friends, to recollect and imitate 
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he was on all occaſions an amiable pattern. Here 
it will be neceſſary to condeſcend one to another, 
and to act with harmony. In the concerns of a ſo- 
cial nature, this is always neceſſary. Your religi- 
gious improvement, your happy ſettlement, your 
intereſt and your reputation, as a ſociety, permit 
me to ſay, depend upon this. And ſhall it be doubted 
that every conliderarion of this nature, will have 

great weight with you? Could the tranſactions of 
this world reach your deceaſed paſtor, how would 
your peace and harmony rejoice his mind. 


| Ever, ever dear to the worthy offspring of my 

| departed friend will be the virtues and memory of 
their father. It was, through a kind providence, 
their felicity, that he was not removed from them, 
till they were grown up to years of maturity 
had enjoyed all the benefits of his example and care; 
knew how to eſtimate his excellent character; and 
had the impreſſions of his virtues fixed, indelibly, 
on their hearts, 


With the affectionate remembrance of thoſe vir- 
tues, let us all ſooth our ſorrows. They embalm 
his memory and. perfume it. But this is the leaſt 
of our conſolation. We can entertain the moſt 
gladdening ſentiments. Holy joy mingles with our 
ſorrow. Our valuable friend is no more in this 


world. But we'can deſcry him beyond the grave, 
riſing 
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riiag to honour and bliſs. We have committed 


him to that ſilent repoſitory, in the full and joy ful 


expectation of the great applauding day, and of the * 


glories of an everlaſting kingdom. His eyes wilt 


Open again—to ſee his Lord coming in the clouds 
of heaven. His ears will again open—to hear the 
ſentence of approbation: from the lips of his Maſ- 
ter, whom he faithfully ſerved. At the voice of his- 
Saviour “ he will ſpring up from the duſt, and 
dra in immortal breath.“ 


Till then, dear excellent man farewell. Farewell,” 
thou "affectionate parent. Farewell, thou faithful 
and beloved paſtor-and friend, Long may thy me- 
mory live in our breaſts. May thy vircues ſurvive. 
in our lives. Farewell, till we are all convened 
with thee before the throne of the deſcending Judge. 
On that day may we behold thy acceptance and 
triumphs and ſhare thy honour and bliſs. . May the 
Judge applaud us with thee. May the people; 
who have ſat under thy inſtructions, have heard the 
word of life from thy lips, and. ſeen the power of 
the goſpel diſplayed in thy life, then appear as wit- 
neſſes to thy fidelity and trophies of thy ſucceſs, 
Then in the preſence of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, at 
his coming; may they appear _ Joy and crown. 
of rejoicing. Amen. 
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